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herewith reproduced from Official Records, Vol. 9, Series 1,

to which should be added that this command was the only

one under arms outside of the water batteries at the time of

the surrender.

Am thus explicit in details concerning this first great dis-

aster to the Confederate cause in order to refute the unjust

insinuations of General Wise that I was needlessly dilatory

in starting from Wilmington in obedience to his orders. In

plain words that those issued direct from the War Office were

not subordinate tO' his. The absurdity of the assumption is

not deserving of comment. If any were needed, it is sup-

plied in the report of the Congressional Investigating Com-
mittee. General Wise's absence from the island, and pres-

ence on the mainland during the entire fighting, shoiild have

made him more cautious in his reflections, not only in this

case, but as to almost every other regimental commander there

present. It grieves to say as much of one who had presump-

tively done a favor. A brilliant talker, a fiery orator, a

pungent writer, and withal a patriot, all this he was, but like

some other political generals, a very indifferent soldier.

Querulous with superiors, captious tO' equals, insolent to

subordinates, and opinionated in the superlative degree,

he was totally unfitted for command at a most important point

and at a most critical juncture. Had this not been said in

effect before the Investigating Co^mmittee relative to the fall

of Roanoke Island, and in refutal of the baseless aspersion

above referred to, it probably would not here appear. !N"o

less is due to my gallant command as well as to myself in the

proposed embodiment of historic regimental sketches of the

various commands of our State. Immediately after ex-

change the Second Battalion was upon my application trans-

ferred to the brigade of that superb soldier, Junius Daniel,

which after his death at Spottsylvania, was commanded by

his worthy successor. General Bryan Grimes.

Recurring to report alluded to, let it be premised that the

Second Battalion was most needlessly inchided in the list of

prisoners that day. After the fall back of the troops engaged

and the resolve to surrender, an official order to re-embark and

strike for the mainland would have saved every man in it.


